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ABSTRACT 

This presentation will explore the recent work of the Smart Storytelling Consortium. 

As a collaboration between the SIR], Social Innovation Research Institute and 

MINA, the Mobile Innovation Network and Association, Dr. Max Schleser and Dr. 

Hilary Davis initiated the Smart Storytelling Day, which brought together different 

non-government organisations (NGOs) and community groups to explore the poten­

tial of Smart Storytelling for community engagement. As one of its first initiatives 

Tales from Yarriambiack Shire, a web series commissioned by Yarriambiack Shire 

Tourism was produced in 2018-9. The application of Smartphone filmmaking will 

be explored in the context of 'Mobile Screens and the rise of new audiences, practic­

es and technologies'. We understand audiences not as passive viewers, but co-cre­

ators of the smart stories (Schleser et al., 2018). Hilary Davis's contribution will 

illustrate how the non-hierarchal approach supports empowering of storytellers 

through mobile storytelling, as observed in our other community engaged smart-

phone filmmaking projects such as 60+ Online (Davis et al., 2018). Hilary Davis is 

a social scientist interested in how digital technologies generally, and digital story­

telling in particular, may support people from diverse communities living with 

disadvantage. As a filmmaker Dr. Schleser produced mobile-mentaries (mobile 

documentaries) (Schleser, 2011) and community projects that demonstrate how 

storytelling and smartphone filmmaking can make a difference for the way commu­

nities represent themselves as exemplified in Spirit of Rangatahi or E Vaine Toa. 

Max Schleser will review the current trends and directions in smartphone filmmak­

ing through the International Mobile Innovation Screening. During the last eight 
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years he curated international screenings which investigate mobile screen aesthet­

ics (Schleser, 2014 and 2018). In order to understand smartphone filmmaking 

aesthetics, it is key to study early mobile phone films, which are characterised as 

intimate, immediate and signifying characteristics of the filmmakers experience 

(Schleser et al., 2009). These qualities can still be found in contemporary smart-

phone film-making. Simultaneously we embrace participatory methods that 

highlight the potential of smartphone filmmaking as an accessible form and format 

for community engagement. 

INTRODUCTION 

This presentation will explore the work of the Smart Storytelling Consortium. 

The Smart Storytelling Collective is a collaboration between Swinburne University of 

Technol­ogy's (SIRI) - Social Innovation Research Institute and MINA, the Mobile 

Innovation Network and Association. This initiative was initiated by Dr. Max Schleser 

and Dr Hilary Davis, who have backgrounds in documentary filmmaking, emerging 

media and digital storytelling and are interested in how it might be used to engage diverse 

communities. 

At SIRI technology meets humanity to explore intelligent, citizen and consum­

er-engaged social solutions to complex problems. MINA creates interactions between 

communities, content and the creative industries. MINA is the longest running film festival 

internationally dedicated to mobile & smartphone filmmaking with a focus on moving-im­

age arts, documentary, community engaged film productions, experimental films and 

emerging film production forms and formats, such as MoJo, drone videos, AR and Mobile 

Cinematic VR. The 8th edition of the International Mobile Innovation Screening featured 

14 short films from USA, Russia, Australia, Germany, France, Brazil, UK and Canada. 

Currently the call for short films for the 9th edition is online (www.filmfreeway.com/mina). 

The #MINA2019 screening will take place as part of the International Mobile Storytelling 

Congress (IMSC) at the University of Nottingham, Ningbo, China in November 2019. The 

MINA screening-reel was made available as an educational resource via ATOM Victoria 

education shop: http://bit.ly/MINAstreaming . ATOM is the Australian Teachers of 

Media organization. 

Dr. Max Schleser, co-founder of MINA, Screening Director and Associate in the Social 

Innovation Research Centre and Dr. Hilary Davis, Senior Research Fellow in the Social 

Innovation Research Centre initiated the Smart Storytelling Day. Hilary Davis is a social 

scientist interested in how digital storytelling may support people from diverse communi­

ties living with disadvantage. As a filmmaker Dr. Schleser produced mobile-mentaries 

(mobile documentaries) (Schleser 2011) and community projects that demonstrate how 

storytelling and smartphone filmmaking can make a difference for the way communities 26 
























